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Dear Timetable Collector:

I hope you enjoyed our tour of
Texas in the last issue of The
Timetable Collector. Since
Spring has yet to arrive in
northern Connecticut, we will
continue to stay down South for
the time being. Another state
with great interest which has
received less than its due share
of attention in the past is
Florida.

Florida railroads developed
rather late in the nineteenth
century since, by dint of the
State’s location, it wasn’'t on
the way to anywhere else (except
Cuba) . By the turn of the
century, independent roads had
Iargelyfnllenunderthecontrol
of either the Atlantic Coast
Line (and its predecessor, the
Plant System) or the Seaboard
Air Line. The big exception, of
course, was the legendary
Florida East Coast which has
remained independent to the

present. The only other
significant influence in the
state was the Southern, which

reached as far south as Palatka
through its subsidiary Georgia
Southern and Florida. This issue
highlights many of the
predecessorrailways,including
some obscure narrow gauge lines
such as the Sanford & St. Pete
and the Jupiter & Lake Worth.

Many thanks to Louis Goodwin and
Seth Bramson for their valuable
contributions. Your comments and
suggestions are always welcome .
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ATLANTIC COAST LINE ANTECEDENTS

The South Florida RR was an early predecessor of the Savannah Florida &
Western Ry. which started life as an isolated narrow gauge running from the
steamer landing near Sanford over to Tampa Bay. In the earlyv 1880s. Sanford
must have been quite a scene, for the narrow gauge line to St. Petersburg
also started from here. Both received passengers from steamers from
Jacksonville for the trip across Florida. This line is easy to confuse with
the Florida Southern which later became part of the same family.
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